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‘, _ In the Matter of Application 6720 of Louls Eobinson to Appropriats
e : © from Irabuco Creek, Tributary to San Jumn Creelk in Crange County
- for Domes tic and Irrigaticn Purposes.
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APFEAPANCES AT EEARING HZLD AT LOS ENGILES, NOVEMBER 16, 1931.

For Avoplicant
Louis Robinson _ - In propria persona

_ For Protastants
. - J. Roy Smith
v R. Y. Williams

Lizzie D. Williams
¥. B. Williams
3. M. Bathzste .
¥llitam Pathenta
Robert Scott
- Guy Williams
Mrs. Rath Stewart
€. E. Crumrine
John Daneri
Lynn Shrewsbury
‘F. D, Plavan, successor in interest of
# Clyde A. Flavan
Aaron Buchheim

Y. Williams
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D. H. Moulds ani Chester Smith - In propria persona _ -
Trabuco Water Company A, W, Butan '
QOrangae County Waterworits District ¥No. 4 L. A, West
San Juan Watsr Cozpany _ W. &. Irving and
: : o ¥, C. Druomm
‘Rancho Sante Margarita _ Ho eppearance

o0o

: EXAMINER: nverett F. Bryan, Hydraulic ZEaginesr for Harold Conkling,®
.' o : Deputy in Charge of Watar Rigzhis, Division of Watsr Resources,
Departzent of Public doriks, State of California. :
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GENZBAL FIATIRES OF AFPLICATION

Application 6720 was filed by Louis Robinson on July 7, 1930. Aé
amended at the heafing held on November 16, 19321, it proposes an appro?:ia—
tion of 04?5 cubié font per second from Trﬁbuco Cresk by direct diversion
and 80 acre feet per aﬁnum té be diverted to storage at a rete not to exceed
0.75 cubic foot per second. The water will be stored in 9 small regervolrs
each having a capacity of 9 acre feet. The season of diversion for beth
- diféct diversion and.storage is_throughout the entire year. It is gro?osed
to nuss the water for the irrigétion of 182 acres during thé.period from
about April 1st to about October 15th and for domsestic, stock watering and
.garden ifrigation. The application was protested bﬁ J. Boy_Smith, H. Y.
Filliams,_iizzie D. Williams, W. B. williams, S. ¥, Bathzate, William
Bathzate, Robert Scétt, Guy Williems, Mrs. Buth Stewart, C. E. Crumrine,
John Daneri, Lynn Shrewsbury, Clyde A. Plavan, Aaron Buchheim, D. H. Moulds,
Chester Smith, Orange County liaterworks Dist:ict Fo. 4, San Juan Water
Company_and Rancho Santa Margarita.

P TSTS

B. Y. Williams, Tizzie D. Williams, W. B. William Guy #Williams,

S. M, Bathgate, William Bathgate, Robert Scott and J. Roy Smith claim rights

by virtue of riparian ownership, use commenced prior to the seffective date .
of the Water Commission Act, and Mission and Pueblo rights. They claim

thaf the first use was made aprroxi mately 150 years agzo by open ditch from
Trabuco Creek which was changed to wells early in the year.1914: that water
tﬁiths extent of 120 miners inches has been msed for the irrigetion of ap.

proximately 270 acres of land and for domestic use for twelve houses, and
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allege in effect that the avprooriation as proposed by applicant would deprive

them of water to which théy'are entitled.

Guy Willtams J. Roy Smith, ¥r3. Buth Stewart, C. T, Crumrine, John

Daneri and Lynn Shre¥shury claim rights by virtus of riparian omwnership, use be-

gun approximately in 1922 and Mission and Pueblo rishts and use of the waters
of Trabuco Cresi made by their predecessors in interest for many years, that
their water éupplj for irrigation of 200 acres ofcranée and avocado-land is
pbtained from a well in Trabuco Creek aud they allege in effect that the appro-
priation as proposed Ey appliicant would deprive them §f water to which they

are entitled.

Clyde 4. Plavan claims rights by virtue of riparian cwnership and
usercommanced prior to the effective date of the fiater Commission Act and
Miséioh and Pueblo rights, that water to ths extént of 200 minefs inches has
been used for many.years and for at least twenty years for the irrigation of
approximately 143 acres of land and for dgmestic use and alleges in effect
thaf if applicant were allowed the amount of water applied for the waters |
of Trabuco Creék would be depleted and there would not be sufficient water
during & large portion of the year to furnish water for use in protsstantts
ditch. ¥r. Plavan passed away prior to the hearing and his father F..D. Plavan

Has succeeded to his interests.

D. BE. Moulds and Chester Smith claim rishts by virtue of riparian
onnersﬁip, that D..H. Moulds has been ﬁsing water from Trabuco Cresic for tie
irrigation of 35 acree of land and for d-omestic purposes for himseif ﬁPd
fﬁmily and about 100 cabins locatsd on his property,'that Chester Smith owng

about 25 acres riparian to the stream and in conjunction with D. H. Moulds

has developsad wells in the bed of the stream and has gone to considerable
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expense in preparing to irrigate and plaant to citrus fruit said lands owned
by him and allege 1n effect that the propoged appropriation would deprive. them
of water Lo wolch they are entitled.

Trabuco jiater Company claims riparian rights and use of wWater prior .

to the effective date of the ¥ater Commission Act and alleges in effect that .
there is no unappropriated water in Trabuco Creek;

Qrange County Water Works District ¥o. 4 clalms riparian rights,

 M¥ission rights and probably Pusblo righis and that it usés sixty miners
inches continuously for pnﬁlic use in the town of San Juan Capistrano for
domestic purposes and alléges in effect that 1f the proposed apprﬁpriation ig
allowed it will result in decreasing the supply of wﬁter to which it is en-
titled.

The San Juan fiater Company claims an appropriative right under its

Application 5304, Permit 3438 and alleges in effect that the appropriation
proposed would deprive it of water under its orior approoriative right.

Bancho Santa Margarita claime oinarship of certain lands riparian

to Tfsbubo Creecit and alleges in sffect that the normal flow of said creekx is
not sufficient to satisfy the needs and requirements of land riparian thereto.

Aaron Bﬁchheim althouzh not a record protestént prior to ths hearing

. . . - .
claims riparian rights and use of water on 0O acres.

HEARIYZ SET IN ACCORPANCE WITT SECTISY la OF
| OF 773 BATIR COUMISSIOV ACT

Apolication 6720 of Louls FRohinson was comﬁletad in accord=anca with
the Water Ccmmission Act and the reguirements of the Rules and Regulations of
the Division of Water Resources and being protested was set for & oudlic hear-
ing in accordance with Section la of the Water Commlssion ict on Hovéhber 16,

1931, at 10:00 o'clock A.M. in Room 1025 Associated Realty Buildinz, Losg

.
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Angeies, California. Of this hesaring applicant and receord prdtestants ware
duly notifisd,

HYDROGRATHY AND PEYSIOGRAFIY

Trabuco Creex, the source of the propossd aynvosrlation risez on
the souxhnesterly slones of thz Santa Ana Eountains in the CIeveland National
Forest at an elevation of about 4500 feet abova tea level and flows in a gen-
eral !esterly and scutherly dlrection a distance of about 20 miles to its
junction with San: Juan Creek just below the town of San Juan.Cagistrano in
Orange County where the waters of the two creeks merge and flow e distance of
sporoximately two and one-half miles to the Pacifiec Ocean. The total drainage
~area of Sen Juan and Trabuco Creeks is approximately 180 square miles of which
abou£'54'square miles cpntrihuta to the:runoff of Trabvuco Creek and 11.5 square
miles are above the proposed diversion point of the applicent.

There are no relisble runoff records of these streams av#ilable.

The Chief Enginser of the Orange County Flood Control District in # report

dated April 1929, estimated the average runoff of the San Juen Creek watershed

to be IG,OOO.acre feet and that of the Trabuco watershed to te 9,000 acré feet

per anﬁum but directs attention to the fact that durirg seasons of scent rain.
fall these may become as small as a few hundred acre feet. Mr. Alan Rowe,
enginser for pro testant San Juan Fater Company estizates the average runoff
from the San Juan Creek watershed to be 11,334 acre feet per anrum and that
.

of the Trabuco Creek waterched to be 4,690 acre feet per annum, which amounts
are considerably less than those estiuated by the Chief Engipeer of trs Grange
County Flood Control District. |

| It appears trat during the winter and earlff spring montks there ig

normally considerable water flowing in Trabuco Creex end there ig a contin-

‘uous surface flqw from 1ts neadwaters to the Pacific Ccean. In ths surme ¢
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mbnths, however; the flow is intermittently on the surface and uridergrouud.

| Normally during the summer months there 1s always some water flowing
a8y aﬁpliuant‘s proposed point of diverrion Whicﬁ flowe on the éﬁrface to a
point about one—helf mile below where 1t §inks into the gravels and travels
underground'for a distance of four or five miles. The water then reappears
and flaws on tﬁe_surf&ce a-distanceKOf two or three miles to & point wWhere
i1t agein sinks and does not apprear again for about two miies-fufther down
stream. Ii then reappears and disappears geveral times untii it reaches tke
highwaey bridge above the town of San Juan'Capistraﬁo where it flows on the
surface to tkce diversion point of Trabuce fiater Coﬁpany Just above the town
of San Juan Capistrano where most of the surface flew is diverted by that
Company . Tha.water again riges and sinks ﬁelow the Town of San Juan Capis-
trano in two places. The total distance from applicant’s proposed point of
divérsion to the oceﬁn is approximately 18 miles and throughout aﬁout ONG
helf the Aistamce the flow is on the surface dur .

———— — —t— ¢ e
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GENERAL DISCUSSICH

in the vicinity of applicant's propcse& fplace cf.use there are
sevefal welle Which have been sunic into the graveis of the creek?bed-from
which the underflow of Trabuco Creek is pumﬁed, iheré being normally no.sﬁn.
face flow during tre irrigatidn season belcw'a point on Trabuco Creek, one-
half mile below applicant's proposed point of diversion to a poiﬁt some four
or five miles below,

The uppercioet of trese wells is owned hy.pne West who entered no
prot38£ scainst the aprroval of Application 68720. This well is located avout
one .and one-helf miles b-elc-k applicant’s proposed poirt of diversion and is

about 50 feet in depth. Testimony presented at tre rearing indicated that
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this well did nct extend fo bed reck. During the spring of 1931 the water
in this well was within 20 faet of the surface.but by the first of September

~ the well was practic#lly dry. In the roe=r 1930 there were 8 or 10 fecet of

water in the well at its lowest. It appears that this well has never been
pumped to capacity.
| The next well in downstream order is o¥ned jointly by protestants

D. H. M¥oulds ard Chester Smitk. It was excavated about twec years &ago to &

‘depth of about 40 feet énd recerctly has been deepened by adding 8 feet of

12 inch well casing. It ie located in the bed of Trabuco Creek abcﬁt two
miles below applicant‘s proposed point of diversion. The capacity of this
wall during the month of Septexber 1931 was about IO inches end the water
pumped therefrom is uﬁed for the irrigzation of about X acres of orsﬁge'trees.
Prqtaétants claim a right to divert this water Sased upon riparian omership.
About two and.three-qnarters miles beslow epplicant's proposed point

of diversion there is mnother Well owned by D. H. Moulds which was excavated
atout six years ago to a depth of about 30 feet. A4About 40 or p0 inches of
water #re pumped frem this well for tﬁo or thres days at a time for th ir-
rigatién of six or seven acres of oranges and about two and ore-half 1nches
are pumped tﬁo days out of the week for domestic use at 50 cabin sites. The
right to so divert is based upon riparian ownership.

| In addition to the wells describéd.above, there are wells on tle
Rancho Santa'ﬁargafita below frem which water is pumped for stock walering
purposes. The Zancho Santa Marzarita was not repreéented At.tha maring and
no testimony-relative_to the usé of water frpm.these wells was submitted.'_
In the protest of the Hencho Santa Margarita, the righnt of the applicent to
divert his sﬁare of the waters of Traduco Creek as a ripérian owner is

recogniied'bnt protestant objects to any water being diverted out of tha
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waterched. The applicant st the hearing emended hie applicaticn to exclude

that portion of his place of use lyinz cutside the watershed of Trabtuco Creek
and therefore this feature of the protest zay be dismissed.
The Flavan ditch takes out of Trabucc Cresk at a point on the property

of Bencho Senta Margarita about € or 7 miles below applicent's proposed point

of diversion and about 1% or 2 miles below tre ‘point where gurface water re-

appears in ths creekz bed during a year of normal runoff. “uring the last

year and & half, due to & dispute between the oweers of the Plavan ditch and

‘the Bancho Senta Margaritae, the Bancho Santa Msrgarita has prehiblted Plam n

from diverting throush the ditch and he has besn forced to sink two wells

ebout a mils below the intake from which 180 to 185 inches of water are

pumped. Protestant Flavan claims that during the last yeaf'and a half there

. was insufficisnt surface flow in Trabuco Orsek %o satisfy his requirements

even though he had been permitted to divert throush the Plavan ditch. He

- 84111 claims the rizht to divert the surface flow of Trabuco {reek and in.

tends to do so as soon as ths controversy is setiled.

The othsr protsstants all ovtain their water supply from either

wells or surface diversions in the vicinity of the town of San Jusn Capis-

trano. With the exception of the San Juan aatar Company which diverts from

San Juan Cresk below the town of San Jusn Capistranc, these protestants

divert the waters of Trabuco Creek only.

J. Roy Smith diverts about 120 miners inches from a well about

107 feet in denth for the irrigation 0® atout 75 acres of land.

R. Y. ﬁilliéms, Iizzie D. Williams, ¥. B. Williams, Guy willlams,
5. M. Bathgate; Tilliam Fathgata ?obart Scott and J. RBoy Smith own some

240 acras of land which has been plantsed to 0“cna.¢._ Tha land is ifrigated
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by & well 112 feet in depth and about 12D miners lnches is used for lrrigatiom
purposzs and domsstic wes at twelve houses.
Guy Williams, J. Roy Smith, Irs. Buth Stewart, C. E. Crumrine, John

Daneri and Lynn Shrewsbury obtain their water suoply from a well for the ir.

&

rigation of approximataly 200 acres of land. TWater is used to the extent of
abcuf 80 mirers inches.
| There are tarsa wells in the vicinity owned by a ¥r. Greening, Yr.
‘Buchheimn and Ef.-Oryhargable. The amount of water diverted is not knowﬁ.
Mr. Buhhhﬂim-testified_af the heariapg that when ke tampad for 8 or 10 days
at a time the wells of the Orangs County Waterworks Disirict Yo. 4 walch
:furnishes watér to the City 0f San Juan Capistrano would be so lowerad that .
they would have to cease pumpihg.
| The point of diversion of the Orange County latsrworks District
¥o. 4 is located sbout 1 mile northwest of the mission of San Juan Caplistrano.
The district diverts from wells and cleims to use sixty miners inches;
The Trabucé wat:r Company supplies about 200 miners inchss from
the surface flow aﬁd_undarfiow_of Trabuco Cresk for tha irrigation of a;out
400 acres of land owned by its stockholders which it claims ie riparian to
Trabuco Creek. Its pointe of diversion are.loéated ahoat onehelf miie no:ty‘
of the Towa of San Juan Capistrano. o o .
Undar Application 5304, Permit 3458 the San Juan dater Company has
the privilegze of diverting 2000 acre feet per annum {hroughout the entire
year from San Juan Creekx to undergrouni storage at a maximum rats of 22 cubic
feet per seéénd. |

At the bearlng held Lecember 4, 1923, in connection with Application

5304 applicani's enginear ¥r. Z. A. Dowe introduced a hydrographlc study of




the San Juan Valley based mpon corparigon with other Southern Califormia drain-
age basins. The conclusione reachsd by Mr. Zows ware mrs follows:

(1) Zstimated aversze annual water orsn of o
San Juan CrezX and tritmtariss 16,024 A.F.

(2) Annmal Consumptiva uss for entire nét arsa of

valley fi11 and present irrigated arsa outside _

of the walley fill 4,972 A.T.
(3) Average aannual surplus : _ 111,052 A.F.
(4) Zstimated meximu: deplstion of zround Btorags

during critical peried to yisli a continuous

draft of 4,972 acre feet rer arnnunm - 6,600 AT,

(5) Estimated mverase amnnual waste inta t%e sea nndar
' a draft of 4,372 secre fest oer annum 12,400 A.F.

(8) Amount of watsr ser semson applied for under
Application 5304 : 2,000 A.F.

(7) Area of spreading grounds described in :
Application 5304 220 Acres

(8) Capacity of aunlicant’s soraading vrounds at _ :
1.5 gecond feet par acrs : 330 c.f.m.

(9) Time requirad for applicant to spread 2,000 acre
feet at a rate of 20 cubizs fzet per sscend 50 days

Thé-above analysis indicates that during & year of normal runoff

the San Juan Water Company Would be able to stors in less than two months the

‘amount waich it is allowed to divert under Application 5304 which Amount

would be atailable during thes winter and soring rmonths. The analysis aleo
;ﬁdicates that there is a surplus of flow aftesr all diversions have been
accounted for. |

The a?plicant stated at the hearing that the pipe line wﬁiéh ke

proposed to install was common to toth direct di#ersioﬁ andt diversion to

storage and the total amount diverted would not exceed a contlmuous flow

of 0.75 cuble fuet rer second. Thls amount wonld be eguivalent 1o atont

530 acre fest per annum,



At fhe hearinz held ﬁavember i1, 1931, in connection with Applica-
tion 5720 Mr. Rowe estimated that the normal contribution of supply from the
watershed of Erabuéo_Craek.was_approxizately 4,700 acre feet per anrm or

“about 30% of the total runoff of the San Juan-Trabuco Creex watershed and

that of this amount 3,500 acfe feet per annum are supplisd from the water-

éhed aboﬁe_épplicant‘s proposad point of diversion. The total amount of
water which the applicant provoses to divert is 550 acre.fget per annum Or
approximataely 16%-df the runoff above hils proroeed point §f divarsion. Of

_ thie 55D acre feet, 80 acre feet it to be diverted tu stormage during the

fiuod geason and suﬁsequently released for irrigation purposes.during tﬁa
irrigation season which wonld probebly be an advantags rather than a dis-
advantage to the prctestants. .
. . | . The wells of Smith and Moulds are ahbove a 'portion'of applicant's
place of use and would derive a benefit from return waters frqm only ahout
one-half of the afea irrigatedi. The drainage area above the Wells-hdﬂavér
is approximately 16 square miles as compsred with 11.5 sguare miles above
'_applicant's proposed point of diversion and witn proper developmenf it is
bélie#ed that an amplé supnly of watsr could ba obtained by them even
ghould Application 6720 be approved. It was definitely stated at the_ha#rﬂ
ing that the well: owned by lr. Vest which 1s 50 feet in depth did not ex-
terd to bédrock and the well of Smith and loulds is only 48 feet deap amd

' thg wall of Moulds is only_SO feet deep. The possiblility that pumping costs
of these.protestants_may e increased,ani that it may bs necesesary for them
to sink their walls to a lower depth is not sufficient rsason for the denial

._ | of further eppropriations upstreaz. If Application 6720 is sporoved-it would

be incumbent on applicant to divert at such times only as not to inte:fera
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with whatever rizhts tﬁesa protpstants maj have acquired.

Most of the tnqt*mony relativn to divarsicns of the protastants
was bassd upon the rezimen of étream flow during the last two or three years
'which have begn congidersbly telow normal. Tesiimony was introdiced however
which indicated that with a return to normeal conditions of stream flow there
would be conzidereble waste into ths ocean. Ur. RoWe tastifisd that although
during ths 1ast two years tnaers nad been practically no waste.into tha ocean .
there was a largs émount of waste in a flood year'(Transcripé page 109); that
with a return to anything like normal conditions thare would be considerebdle
waste into the ocean during flood seasons (Trenacript page 111); that un-
qnestiongbly there were years during which the applicant could appropfiﬁte
at times qf flood without injury to the protestanfs {Trenscript page 115);
that there was no guestiocn as to there being unapprooriated water in the
basin; thet ths average water crop is thres timés what it ras been during
the last three yeafs and that during the winfer and esrly sprinz montha water
flowed on the surface throughout the entire leugth of the creei (Tranécript
page 135)

Hr.'Rohinson-statsd that in his opinion the rate Qf underground
flow was approximstely one mile per month based upon the fact that the water
surface in a well just bélow his property commenced raising & month before
the water surface in a well_a.mile below showed any signs of raising and
maintained that the effect of ais diversion would not be noticed by the
lower protestants as the ambunt diverted ¥ him would be more ihan replan.
ighed by the storms of the succeadirng wintsfs. Kr. Eome estimated fhe rate
of underground flow to be approximately 750 feet rter mcnth.buf st&te? that
iz his opinion the atofms qf the succeeding wicters would not zaintairn tle

underground flow due to the fact that water rises at certain pointe indi; '
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ns Division of Water

. I':‘ I8 TOmTRY OTTIEEID that sald Aprlication S720 be aprroved
a.nd that a vermit be issued tec the aprlicant subjsct to such of ths usval .
tefﬁs and conditions as may be ag.mgriate and subject also to the follow.
inz special term or condition, towit:

R N . ' : . . .
e reral ononbined diversions to storage and for Limediate

use shall not exceed a mavimum rate of 0.75 cutic foot
per secend.®

TITIESS my hand and the seal of the Department of Pubdblic Works

of te State of California, tiis //Za  day of e, , 1932,

EDVARD EYATT, State Sogineer

Coy




